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 Are you considering adoption as a way to grow your family?  Not sure what type of adoption you 

want to pursue or even whether adoption is for you?  This flyer is designed to provide you with basic 

information on your options.  The list of agencies and websites is by no means a complete list of all of the 

options available to you, but these resources are ones that we have found reliable. 

 

 
Adoption Options in Georgia 

 

 Independent or “third party” adoption  

 

Independent adoptions, usually domestic, have no 

agency involvement, which means the adoptive 

family’s attorney works directly with the birth 

parents to obtain surrenders.  There are limitations 

on assistance that can be provided to birth parents, 

and the adoptive family must arrange for its home 

study to be completed. 

 

 Private agency adoption  

 

Private agencies match the adoptive family with 

birth parents for international & domestic 

adoptions, provide counseling and other assistance 

to the adoptive family and birth parents, and 

provide home investigation services.  Some 

agencies contract with the state to facilitate the 

adoption of children in foster care or specialize in 

placement of children with special needs or from 

specific countries. 

 

 State agency adoption  

 

State agencies place children for domestic adoption 

through foster care.  Many state agencies contract 

with private agencies to facilitate the adoption of 

children from foster care. 

 

 

Questions to Ask When Selecting an Adoption 

Attorney: 

 

 Types of adoption she handles 

 Percentage of practice devoted to adoption 

 Fee charged for handling different types of 

adoption 

 Whether costs are included in the fee 

 Whether she provides estate planning 

services following adoption 

 

Warning About Internet Searches 

 

Prospective adoptive parents should be wary of 

contacting birth parents over the internet, both 

through “facilitators” and directly.  Facilitators are 

generally not licensed through any state and may be 

unaware of Georgia’s rules about private adoptions, 

which could jeopardize the adoption.  Georgia has 

strict rules, for example, about financial assistance 

offered to birth mothers.  It can also be difficult to 

hold facilitators accountable for fraud or other bad 

practices.  There have been instances where con 

artists posing as birth mothers have taken advantage 

of unwary and trusting potential adoptive parents.  

In most cases, it is best to use the services of a 

reputable agency licensed in one or more states. 

 

 

Neal & Wright LLC 
Attorneys at Law 

 
Mailing: 

Post Office Box 5207 
Atlanta, Georgia 31107 

 
Commercial or Courier Delivery: 

115-A N. McDonough Street 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 

 
Fax:  (678) 302-9628 

www.nealandwright.com 

Sherry V. Neal, J.D. 
(678) 596-3207 

sherry@nealandwright.com 
 

Daniel S. Wright, J.D. 
(678) 613-7850 

dan@nealandwright.com 
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General Adoption Resources 

 

Georgia Statewide Adoption Recruitment Line 

Toll-Free: (877)-210-KIDS 

 

The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption 

www.davethomasfoundationforadoption.org 

 

The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute 

www.adoptioninstitute.org  

 

Adopting.org 

www.adopting.org 

 

The American Academy of Adoption Attorneys 

www.adoptionattorneys.org 

 

National Adoption Directory Search 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/ 

 

What Costs and Fees Can I Expect  

to Pay for My Adoption? 

 

 Attorney’s fees:  Neal & Wright LLC 

charges $210 per hour for work by its 

attorneys.  We handle most adoptions on a 

flat-fee basis, however.  Our flat fees start 

at $1,200. 

 

 Court filing fees:  Filing fees in Atlanta-

area courts are usually around $90. 

 

 Home investigation fees:  Adoptive parents 

using a private or state agency will 

complete a thorough home study with the 

agency and will pay the agency directly for 

this service.  In independent adoptions, the 

home investigation cost is usually $250 to 

$500. 

 

 Cost of criminal background check:  With 

limited exceptions, adoptive parents are 

required to undergo criminal background 

checks.  GCIC charges $26 per person to 

conduct a check with fingerprint cards and 

$32.15 for electronic processing through 

the GAPS system.   

 

 Costs related to service & notice: If a 

private agency or attorney does not obtain 

surrenders from the biological parents, 

these costs may include sheriff’s service 

fees, statutory overnight delivery fees, 

publication costs, and Putative Father 

Registry search fees.  The cost for sheriff’s 

service varies, but is usually around $30 to 

$100.  Statutory overnight delivery (for 

example, certified mail or Federal Express) 

costs may run from $5 to $50 depending on 

delivery location and how quickly the 

package must be delivered.  Publication in 

the Atlanta metro area usually costs $90.  

Outside of the Atlanta metro area, 

publication costs vary greatly.  The Putative 

Father Registry search is $10. 

 

 Cost for issuance of new birth certificate 

The fee for the Certificate of Adoption is 

$20.  This covers the first copy of the new 

birth certificate.  Additional copies are $5 

each if ordered when the adoption is final. 

 

 

This list is not inclusive.  Other than attorney’s fees, 

which are incurred in all cases, your adoption may 

include just a few or all of the other costs listed as 

well as costs that may not be listed. 

 

The information contained in this document is not, 

nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You should 

consult an attorney for individual advice regarding 

your own situation. 


