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Are you considering adoption of a child already in your care?

This flyer is designed to provide you with basic information about the adoption process and costs.

What Costs and Fees Can | Expect

to Pay for My Adoption?

Attorney’s fees

Neal & Wright LLC charges $210 per
hour for work by its attorneys. Many
adoptions are handled on a flat-fee basis,
usually because we expect the biological
parents to agree to the adoption.

Court filing fees
Filing fees in Atlanta-area courts are
usually around $90.

Home investigation fees

In many cases, the court hearing the
adoption will waive the requirement for
a home investigation. When the court
does not waive the requirement, the
home investigation cost is usually $250
to $500.

Cost of criminal background check
GCIC charges $26 per person to conduct
a criminal background check with
fingerprint cards and $32.15 for
electronic processing through the GAPS
system. Police departments may charge
various amounts, usually $5 or $10, to
do the fingerprinting.

) Costs related to service & notice
These costs fall into four categories:
sheriff’s service fees, statutory overnight
delivery fees, publication costs, and
Putative Father Registry search fees.
The cost for sheriff’s service varies, but
is usually around $30 to $100. Statutory
overnight delivery (for example,
certified mail or Federal Express) costs
may run from $5 to $50 depending on
delivery location and how quickly the
package must be delivered. Publication
in the Atlanta metro area usually costs
$90. Outside of the Atlanta metro area,
publication costs vary greatly. The
Putative Father Registry search is $10.

o Cost for issuance of new birth certificate
The fee for the Certificate of Adoption
is $20. This covers the first copy of the
new birth certificate. Additional copies
are $5 each if ordered when the adoption
is final.

This list is not inclusive. Other than attorney’s
fees, which are incurred in all cases, your
adoption may include just a few or all of the
other costs listed as well as costs that may not
be listed.
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How Long Can | Expect
My Adoption to Take?

Timelines vary from court to court and even
from judge to judge. On average, however, a
stepparent or relative adoption takes three to six
months from the first meeting with the attorney
until finalization. The Georgia Code requires
that most adoption hearings be held within 45
days of the date that the petition is filed.

Questions to Ask When Selecting an

Adoption Attorney:

. Types of adoption she handles

. Percentage of practice devoted to
adoption

o Fee charged for handling different types
of adoption

o Whether costs are included in the fee

. Whether she provides estate planning

services following adoption

General Adoption Resources

The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute
www.adoptioninstitute.org

Adopting.org
www.adopting.org

The American Academy of Adoption Attorneys
www.adoptionattorneys.org
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What Types of Cases
Does Neal & Wright Handle?

Neal & Wright handles a variety of adoption
cases including:

Stepparent adoption
Relative adoption
Second parent adoption
Private agency adoption
State agency adoption

In addition, Neal & Wright provides the
following legal services to its clients:

o Estate planning (preparation of wills,
trusts, powers of attorney, and advance
directives) for individual clients and
couples. Adoption clients receive a
discount on these services.

. Probate services for clients who need to
probate an estate or require advice on a
contested probate matter.

. Corporate and LLC formation for clients
who wish to start for-profit or non-profit
ventures.

o Advice on commercial real estate

transactions.

. Advice to businesses on their other
transactional needs.

The information contained in this document is
not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You
should consult an attorney for individual advice
regarding your own situation.

Your f_am/{g ... Your Business ... Your Firm!
A(/opt/oms, Commerc/a/ Kea/ [ state, [~ state F/ann/hg, F robate,

C-mpora te& /] LC Formation, and Ob@crﬁma// Business Services



